


In Mississippi, Houston Design Firms
Assist Post-Katrina Housing Recovery

East BiL @ ai Twovearsafter Hurricane
Ksrima struck the Gull Coast, the resudents of
thisomee - close -knit Mississippi comm

sillirvingio recover fromunpreceden
mmln BEQmMeEareds I.Ir F.il"-l E'!'Ii“)a | III'HI.II._'I '!!l':l
pereemi af bousing is estimated to have been st
e made uminhabitable from the burricane,

Siece Batrina, Architecture for Humanity an
RN that promanes “archatectural and
desirm solwiinms 1o gll,lh.‘i social and humini-
msanerises” and loral organizations, ineluding
the East Bilons Coordination Kelief and Rede
I.dﬁi:mc nt Agency. the Gulf Coast Communily
Diesign Stadio of Mississippi State University
w=dothers, have been working vo help familics
= Balot s first aned secend wards 1o repairand
rebaibd their homes and community

Archireerure for Humanity invited local and
“tlm.“l" I{NEHLII"I d!':‘l:,\'_'l'. [I.rrll"\- [0 CTedre
\Jm_:m’]’dah!t_ aﬂd Sus_lillll:lhli' FII'I:IFIE:IHEIIH.
Called ke Biloai Model Home Froject, the pro-
rm provides free design services for l:'JI__l!;Ih|'|:'
famalees to build new homes. OF the 12 firms
xh:ltd.mp;rtjripa[c_ twgwere [rom Howston—
MCs Arehmeces and Brett Famore Design

MCz was recommended h.x Michae! Grome,
the program m:uagcrfnrlh# Balos e Sude] Homme
Froject. Grote, who graduated from the Univer-
s Homstonwithanarchiteeture depree. was
fmiliarwith the dessgn-build iirmand believed
s Pa'i.ncipil_s' construction knowledge wol
caltural background would be an asset 1o the
pemect, Grote’s inguitaon was right. Vietnamese
arthibert MCa's Chvoung QLB. Ngvenw'salalay to
=edune the language and eultural differences
of the lagge Viennamese population living in
£an Baloxs has been significant. £Lamore, with
j..r-:ld:r established ties 10 Architeciure Tore
Hamunity, also proved to be a natural fit

The twa Howston firms were among the
desigmers wheo parlicipated 1na Design Faare
held in Ezst Biloxi on Aug. 1, 2006, where
t2er meer with eligible familics and make
presemlations. The event allowed families the
paporianiy 1o select a team of professional
deipmers with whom they would like 1o work
Hthe iz hrms selected for the program. six

ferme fwith a total of seven design conceprsa)

sfianded past this initial stage. MC2's design
was selected by 1wo families = the Nguyens
ini the Trams — and Bretr Zamore Design wis

red ko the Parker family.

MC2's design for the Nguyen residence (top) incosporates & mid-level porch to connect the family with the outdoors,
particularly a large oak in the back yard. Brett Zamore Design altered its original concept for the Parker residence
(bottom} by turning a courtyard skalr 10 open laward the streel.

The concepts presented an the Design Fa
were, by necessity, only suggestive. While the
srhemes demonsirated adaptability, fexibulity,
and EXpa ||||:L]:-'.||..'_l.. I ||l.'_1. WETE T I'jf‘"‘"\-i.;'.':l'lL"i fora

specific site orto address a particolar lifesoyle.

Forexample. the Trans are an older couple neir
retirement whilethe Npuyens areayoung family
with four chaldren and the Parker family com-

prises a single motherwithsix children.

As a starting point, the 'I""'F“:‘ had to be
agile enough to accommodate a broad range of
arcupints. Furthermore, as part of o suecess-
ful hwmanatarian outresch, they had o foster
the iraditional architectural character of the
East Biloxi community. As a result. many of
1}

sresulential designs gesture toward the ver

confinued o page 17
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